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September 21, 2020
TOWNSHIP
ADMIN

JANUAR
6, 2021

September 21, 2020

Chairman, Carl Richison, called the September 21, 2020 monthly meeting to order at 7:30 pm and 
asked for a roll call of members. Due to the COVID-19 restrictions this meeting was held in 
person at the Harlem Township Firehouse for Board members, and via Zoom for the public.

Members Present:          Belinda Mortensen, Keith Campbell, Raelene Meadows, Jack Brown,

                                              Carl Richison

Alternate Present:           Jason Gloeckner

Secretary:                          Sherrie Steele

Zoning Inspector:            Not Present

Public Present:                 Greg Rodgers, 14841 Robins Road, Johnstown, Ohio 43031

                                              Paula Rodgers, 14841 Robins Road, Johnstown, Ohio 43031

Public Present                  Steve Eisenbrown, David Campbell, Tonya Campbell, Mike Pisphke,

   Via Zoom                         Kim Pisphke, Jeremy Rodgers, Sean Brinker, Doug Browell, Karl 
Billisits

Mr. Richison stated the monthly meeting would be recessed until after the hearing scheduled to 
being at 7:35 pm.

Mr. Richison called the monthly meeting out of recess at 8:19 pm and asked for a roll call of 
members.

Members Present:          Belinda Mortensen, Keith Campbell, Raelene Meadows, Jack Brown,

                                              Carl Richison

Alternate Present:           Jason Gloeckner

Secretary:                          Sherrie Steele

Zoning Inspector:           Not Present

Public Present:                 Greg Rodgers, 14841 Robins Road, Johnstown, Ohio 43031

                                              Paula Rodgers, 14841 Robins Road, Johnstown, Ohio 43031

                                              Molly Green, Russ Miller, Todd Ruehle, Karl Billisits

Public Present                  Steve Eisenbrown, David Campbell, Tonya Campbell, Mike Pisphke, 

   Via Zoom                         Kim Pisphke, Jeremy Rodgers, Sean Brinker, Doug Browell

The secretary presented an application on behalf of applicant Jeff Kennington. The application is 
for a Variance to the regulation of only one house on a property. The applicant would like to 
remain in the existing house until the new house is built out back upon which time the existing 
house will be torn down. The property consists of 4.16 acres. Board members reviewed the check 
list of procedural guidelines to make sure all required documentation had been provided.

Board Members assigned the application # HTBZA 20-03. Mr. Richison made a motion to receive 
application HTBZA 20-03 and set October 19, 2020 at 7:35 pm via Zoom for the hearing date. Mr. 
Gloeckner seconded the motion. Mr. Campbell asked if there was any discussion on the motion. 
Being none, Mr. Campbell asked for a voice vote on the motion, all aye. Motion carried.

Mr. Richison next addressed Sean Brinker from the Curtain Players. Mr. Brinker asked Board 
members if they had received the email he had sent to the zoning inspector regarding the 
expansion of the curtain players building. Board members had not received the email. Mr. 
Brinker will resubmit the email to the zoning secretary.
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Mr. Richison then called in to the firehouse from the parking lot Molly Green, Karl Billisits, Russ 
Miller, and Todd Ruehle. The group was here to represent Harlem Road Properties, LLC and 
present an application for a Conditional Use for a Sportsman's Club to operate a Car Condo with 
a racetrack.

Board Members reviewed the Procedural Guidelines

                1.            The application was typed.

                2.            There was only one request per the application.

                3.            There is no home-occupation requested.

                4.            There is no Power of Attorney with the packet.

                5.            Nine copies and an original were presented.

                6.            The Deed and Legal Description are in the packet.

                7.            The applicant has provided a scaled drawing of the property that is 
incomplete. Setbacks                               have not been indicated and only a proposed drawing of 
what could be has been                                               provided.

Molly Green, attorney for the applicant, stated that not all information is available at this time. 
Tab 8 of the application offers examples of what could be for the condos and the club house.

Mr. Billisits stated the request falls under the AR-1 zoning, and they are only asking for a change 
in the use of the property. Mr. Billisits stated the club house, and the condos would be like a barn 
in nature and they could build these now.

Mr. Richison stated the use will not be an agricultural use so they need to know now what the 
buildings will look like.

Mr. Campbell stated they also need to know the location of the club house.

Mr. Billisits stated the design will be determined once we get the zoning.

Mr. Campbell stated the Board has never received an application like this and feels the Board 
needs to seek legal counsel before proceeding. Mr. Campbell stated he would like to table this 
application until they can meet with legal counsel.

Ms. Green stated the Board should accept the submittal of the application for consideration 
tonight and does not feel there is reason to postpone the accepting.

Mr. Richison stated the Board could receive the application but postpone the setting of a hearing 
date. Mr. Campbell stated he is hesitant to set up a hearing.

Mr. Richison stated he would feel better if there was full disclosure.

Ms. Green stated this is not a basis to not accept the application. Ms. Green stated the Board 
could accept the application tonight and set a hearing date further out contingent on legal counsel 
advice.

Mr. Gloeckner stated he was okay with accepting the application but expressed concerns of 
needing to seek legal counsel.

Mr. Richison stated he would be more comfortable accepting the application if they knew exactly 
what was going to be on the property.

Mr. Gloeckner stated this request would have a huge impact on the township.

Mr. Campbell stated there are too many unknowns to accept this application.

Mr. Campbell made a motion to table the receiving of this application for Harlem Road Properties 
LLC until after the Board seeks legal counsel. Ms. Mortensen seconded the motion. Mr. Richison 
asked if there was any discussion on the motion. Being none, Mr. Richison asked for a roll call 
vote on the motion. Raelene Meadows, aye. Jack Brown, aye. Belinda Mortenson, aye. Jason 
Gloeckner, nay. Carl Richison, aye. Keith Campbell, aye. Motion carried.

Mr. Billisits stated this would have been nice to have known at the last meeting. Mr. Richison 
stated these concerns were brought up and discussed at the last meeting. The applicant was told at 
that meeting the application was incomplete. 
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The applicants asked for their checks back. The secretary provided them with the check. The 
applicants then left the meeting.

Steve Eisenbrown congratulated the Board on their first Zoom meeting. Mr. Eisenbrown stated he 
had concerns of this application moving forward.

Board Members next reviewed minutes for corrections. Jack Brown made a motion to approve the 
minutes of the August 17, 2020 monthly meeting as submitted. Ms. Meadows seconded the motion. 
Mr. Richison asked if there was any discussion on the motion. Being none, Mr. Richison asked for 
a voice vote on the motion, all aye. Motion carried.

Board Members next discussed Draft 5 of Article 28 for the proposed language changes from the 
Zoning Commission. Board Members had received comments from Tyler Lane from the 
Prosecutor's Office and were okay with the language change he had recommended. The secretary 
will send the comments to the Zoning Commission.

Mr. Richison asked if there was any other business to come before the Board. Mr. Richison made a 
motion to adjourn. Ms. Meadows seconded the motion. Mr. Richison asked if there was any 
discussion on the motion. Being none, Mr. Richison asked for a voice vote on the motion, all aye. 
Motion carried. The September 21, 2020 meeting was adjourned at 9:35 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherrie Steele, Secretary

Carl Richison, Chairman

Keith Campbell, Vice Chairman


